
	

	

OPEN CALL – FLAGS FOR ASTLEYFEST  
Community groups and artists are invited to work together and take part in AstleyFest 2018, a new 
outdoor festival in Newcastle-under-Lyme to celebrate the life and legacy of Newcastle-under-Lyme born 
Philip Astley – Father of the Modern Circus.  
Staffordshire-based groups are invited to apply for up to £1,000 for materials, artist fees and volunteer 
expenses to design and make flags to be used in a parade and displayed at the festival. 
A total of £5,000 is available.  

ASTLEYFEST 2018 
On 4th August 2018, Newcastle-under-Lyme will gather together to celebrate Philip Astley at AstleyFest, a 
free festival in Lyme Valley. With performances and hands-on activities, everyone will have the chance to 
be inspired and get involved. 
A brilliant day out for the whole family, children of all ages will love clowning around and trying their hand 
at circus skills. Everyone will enjoy the New Vic Theatre’s first performance of Roll Up, Roll Up, a brand-
new show developed with local writers, performers and choir members. 
In 2018, The Philip Astley Project has commissioned Appetite and PH Productions to deliver AstleyFest. 
The Philip Astley Project is managed by Staffordshire University on behalf of a steering group of arts, 
heritage, statutory and educational organisations. Thanks to money raised by National Lottery players, 
and sponsorship from businesses based in Newcastle-under-Lyme, local people can get involved in 
workshops, talks, an exhibition, and performances to celebrate Philip Astley in his home town.  

FLAGS AND BANNERS 
Historically, theatres and circuses have promoted their shows using parades and processions through 
town which spread the word about the exciting entertainment to come. As well as music and costume, 
these processions often used colourful flags and banners to catch the eye and attract attention.  

We believe that this tradition, which brings together dynamic content with the power of word of mouth, is 
of continued relevance in 2018.  

 



	

	

GET INVOLVED 
The Philip Astley Project invites submissions from Staffordshire based constituted community groups (or 
artists working in partnership with a constituted group) to create a new banner or flag to promote 
AstleyFest 2018. 
Successful applicants will work with groups of local people to design and create a flag that celebrates 
Philip Astley’s life and legacy. On the morning of AstleyFest, the group of makers will parade with their flag 
to the festival site in Lyme Valley, spreading the word about the festival as they go.  
At the festival itself, a presentation space will house the completed flags. The people who designed and 
made the flags will share their stories with festival-goers, explaining how the flag was made, and giving 
background detail on the aspect of Astley’s life they have chosen to portray.  
We expect that by collaborating to create a new flag, local people will learn more about Philip Astley, his 
life and legacy. 

CRITERIA 
The Philip Astley Project is supported by National Lottery players through the Heritage Lottery Fund. We 
are using this funding to ensure that Astley’s story is better interpreted and explained, and that more and 
a wider range of people learn about and enjoy this important local heritage.  
Applicants to this open call must: 

a. Be a constituted group, registered company or charity, and have a bank account. 
b. Be based in Staffordshire. 
c. Have experience of, and skills in, community heritage, craft or arts activities. 
d. Demonstrate up-to-date public liability insurance and health and safety policies. 
e. Have realistic, safe and achievable plans to engage local people in creating new work to celebrate 

Philip Astley. 
f. Be available on 4th August to parade their flag and take part in the wider event.  
g. Include accurate costings. 
h. Be willing to work with the project’s evaluator, The Audience Agency, to measure how the activity 

has contributed towards project outcomes. This will include submitting a brief summary of 
activities and the number of people engaged. 

 
From its inception, the circus has always been an inclusive art form, showcasing performers from diverse 
backgrounds and celebrating the extraordinary achievements of ordinary people.  
For AstleyFest 2018, The Philip Astley Project steering group are particularly interested in commissioning 
artists and groups led by people from marginalised communities or with experience of overcoming 



	

	

barriers experienced by people from black and minority ethnic communities, disabled people and people 
on low incomes.  

 

ELIGIBLE COSTS 
Groups can apply for up to £1,000 for relevant and appropriate costs including: 

• Materials 
• Artist Fees 
• Travel and subsistence expenses 
• Room hire 

Funding for capital items (e.g. equipment) and overheads (e.g. rent) will not be accepted.  
 
With a total budget of £5,000, it is anticipated that 4-6 organisations will receive commissions, with some 
groups requiring relatively small amounts of funding e.g. to cover volunteer expenses. 

GET INSPIRED 
Astley was a larger-than-life character - a showman, inventor and entrepreneur. We encourage applicants 
to get creative and think big. How would Astley have promoted AstleyFest in 2018? 

• Find out more about The Philip Astley Project on our website  
• Read more about Philip Astley on the V&A Museum’s website 

 

SELECTION PANEL 
 
The selection panel will be chaired by Cllr Wenslie Naylon and including the following members of the 
Philip Astley Project steering group: 

• Karl Greenwood, Appetite 
• Andrew Van Buren, the Van Buren Organisation 
• Kat Evans, Staffordshire University 

 



	

	

 
HOW TO APPLY 
To apply, please submit a word document or pdf with the following documents to Kat Evans, 
Katherine.evans@staffs.ac.uk by Monday 5th March 2018. 
 

• A copy of your governing documents  
• A 200-word summary of your group’s skills and experience of community heritage, craft or arts 

activities 
• A 200-word proposal for your flag 
• A brief plan setting out who you will work with to create the flag, and how many people will be 

involved.  
• A breakdown of your total budget 

 
If your submission is successful, we will ask you to send us relevant documents including copies of your 
public liability insurance and health and safety policies. 
 

TIMESCALES 
• Deadline for applications: Monday 5th March 
• Notification of outcome Friday 16th March  

 

ANY QUESTIONS? 
Email Kat Evans on Katherine.evans@staffs.ac.uk 


